





CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

BYLAW NO. 2841

A Bylaw to regulate animal nuisances and the welfare and keeping of animals, and to

provide for dog licensing and animal pounds within the Township of Esquimalt

The Municipal Council of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, in open meeting
assembled, enacts as follows:

PART 1 — INTRODUCTION

Title

1. This Bylaw may be cited as' the "Animal Management Bylaw, 2015, No. 2841".
Definitions

2. In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires,

"animal" means any member of the animal kingdom.

“animal control officer” means a person designated as an animal control officer for the
Township, including for the purposes of section 49 of the Community Charter [dangerous
dogs], and includes all bylaw enforcement officers and police officers of the Township.

“at large” means in a public place unless the animal is under the effective control of the
owner, or on private property without the consent and knowledge of the owner or

occupier of the private property.
“bird” includes ornamental bird, pigeon and poultry.

“body-gripping trap” means a trap or device that is designed or used to capture an
animal by its body or body parts, including but not limited to, leg-hold traps, conibear
traps, and snares except cage traps, box traps, nets, suitcase type traps and mouse and

rat traps.

“dangerous dog”, means a dog that has been designated as a dangerous dog under
section 42.

“dog-prohibited area” means all lands described in Schedule “B" as “No Dogs Allowed”
attached to and forming part of this Bylaw.

“effective control” means that the person can see the animal and when the person calls,
the animal returns to the person within three calls.

"farm animal" means any domesticated animal normally raised for food, milk or as a
beast of burden and includes cattle, horses, swine, sheep, goats, mules, donkeys, asses
and oxen, but does not include poultry or bees.
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“Township” means the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt.
“Urban Hen” means a domesticated female chicken or duck that is at least 4 months old.

“Zoning Bylaw" means the Zoning Bylaw, 1992, No. 2050 and amendments thereto, or in
the case that it is repealed, its successor bylaw.

Application
3. With the exception of Part 3 hereof, this Bylaw does not apply to:

(1) a person with a disability with respect to a guide animal certified under the Guide
Animal Act;

(2) a police officer with respect to a police dog;
(3) a person with respect to animals participating in a show, exhibition, performance,
circus or other commercial event at a municipal park or municipal facility provided

the event is being conducted in accordance with a permit issued by the Director
of Parks & Recreation Services; or

4) the exhibition or use of animals at a community event, parade or pet show.

PART 2 - POUND AND POUNDKEEPER

Establishment of a Pound

4, Council hereby authorizes the establishment, maintenance and operation of or
contracting for facilities for the impounding of animals at such place or places and upon
such premises as the Council may, from time to time, determine, and designates the
person in charge of the pound as the poundkeeper.

Duties of the Poundkeeper

5 The poundkeeper must impound and detain all animals delivered to him or her pursuant
to the provisions of this Bylaw and must furnish them with sufficient food, water, shelter

and attendance.
6. The poundkeeper must, upon receipt of an animal delivered to the Pound by an animal
control officer, bylaw enforcement officer, police officer or a member of the public other

than the owner of the animal, deal with that animal in the same manner as other animals
seized and impounded pursuant to this Bylaw. '

Keeping of records

7. The poundkeeper must maintain the following records for each impounded animal:
(1) the date, time and location where the animal was impounded,

(2) description of the animal;
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Sanitation requirements

11. No person shall keep an animal in a shelter, pen, cage or run area unless the shelter,
pen, cage or run area is clean, sanitary and free from wild vermin.

12. No person shall allow animal excrement to accumulate on or about the land or premises
where an animal is kept,

Tying animals

13. No person shall cause an animal to be hitched, tied or fastened to a fixed object by a rope,
chain or cord that is directly tied around the animal's neck or to a choke collar, for an
extended period of time, and in any event for not more than 30 minutes.

Animals in an enclosed space

14. No person shall confine an animal in an enclosed space, vehicle or vessel without
providing adequate ventilation and water so as to prevent the animal from suffering
distress and without providing sufficient shade to protect the enclosed space, vehicle,
vessel and animal from the direct rays of the sun at all times.

Transport of animals in motor vehicles

15. No person shall transport an animal in a motor vehicle outside the passenger
compartment or in an uncovered passenger compartment unless the animal is
adequately confined or secured in a body harness or other manner of fastening that is
adequate to prevent the animal from jumping or falling off the vehicle or otherwise

injuring itself.
Exercising Dogs from motor vehicle or bicycle

16. (1) No person shall exercise a dog by allowing it to run next to a moving motor
vehicle.

(2) No person shall exercise a dog by allowing it to run next to a bicycle unless the
dog is attached to the bicycle by an apparatus that allows the person to retain
two-handed control of the bicycle at all times.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to a person exercising a dog in an off-leash area if:
a) the dog is not being held; and
b) bicycle riding is permitted in the area.

Traps

17. (1) No Person shall use or suffer or permit to be used a body-gripping trap within the
Township of Esquimailt.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to the use of body-gripping traps by the Township
and the Government of British Columbia or their employees, agents, or officers or
to a conservation officer acting within his or her duties, or other person acting
within the authority of a valid Provincial permit.


















Bylaw No. 2841 Page 11

()

)

A sign displayed in accordance with subsection (1) must be:

a) attached so that it cannot be removed easily by passersby, and
b) visible and capable of being read from any adjacent sidewalk, street or
lane.

No person shall deface or remove a sign that is required to be displayed under
subsection (1).

Duties of a dangerous dog owner

45,

The owner of a dangerous dog must:

M

)
©)

“4)

immediately advise an animal control officer if the dog is at large or if it has bitten
or attacked any person or animal,

allow an animal control officer to photograph the dog, on demand,

within two working days of moving to a new residence, provide an animal control
officer with the owner’'s new address,

within two working days of selling or giving away the dog, provide an animal
control officer with the name, address and telephone number of the new owner,

and

within two working days of the death of the dog, provide an animal control officer
with a veterinarian's certificate of the death.

PART 6 - LICENSING OF DOGS

Obtaining licences

46.

(1)

(2)

(3)

4)

No person shall keep a dog over the age of 4 months unless a licence has been
obtained from the Township for the dog.

Every licence expires on December 31 of the calendar year for which the licence
is issued.

A person may obtain a licence for a dog by:
a) applying to the Township for a licence, and
b) paying the fee prescribed in Schedule “A’.

Despite subsection (3)(b), a person may obtain a licence for a dog without paying

the prescribed fee if:

a) the dog has been sterilized within the 12 months prior to the application
for a licence, the person provides proof of sterilization, and a free licence
has not previously been issued for that dog under this subsection, or

b) the person holds a valid licence for the dog issued in another jurisdiction
and surrenders the licence tag from the other jurisdiction.
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(5) A person who obtains a licence on or after February 1! must pay the late
purchase fee prescribed in Schedule "A" in addition to the licence fee.

(6) The late purchase fee provided for in subsection (5) does not apply to a person
who obtains a licence for a dog that was purchased or acquired in the calendar
year for which the licence is issued.

(7) An owner may obtain a replacement licence tag if a valid licence tag is lost or
destroyed by paying the fee prescribed in Schedule “A”.

Licence tags

47. (1) A licence consists of a written receipt and a licence tag designed to be attached
to a dog collar or harness.

(2) The owner of a dog over the age of 4 months must not allow the dog to be
anywhere except on premises normally occupied by the owner unless a valid
licence tag is attached to the dog’s collar or harness.

(3) If a dog does not wear a collar or harness to which the licence tag is attached in
a conspicuous place, it shall be presumed that the dog is not licensed.

(4) No person shall remove a licence tag from a dog, unless that person is:

a) the owner,

b) a person authorized by the owner,
c) the poundkeeper, or

d) an animal control officer.

Exemption for visiting dogs

48. No licence is required for a dog owned by a non-resident of the Township who is
temporarily residing in or visiting the Township, for a period not exceeding 30
consecutive days, provided that the dog is licensed for the current year in the jurisdiction
in which the owner of the dog ordinarily resides.

Exemption for Police and Guide Dogs

49. No dog licence fee, late licensing penalty or replacement dog licence tag fee shall be
charged for guide dogs and police dogs.

PART 7 — ANIMAL NUISANCES

Noisy dogs

50. In addition to the requirements of the Maintenance of Property and Nuisance Regulation
Bylaw, 2014, No. 2826, the owner of a dog must not allow the dog to bark, howl or cry
continuously for 10 minutes or more without significant periods of rest, sporadically for a
cumulative total of 15 or more minutes within one hour, or otherwise in such a manner as to
cause a nuisance.
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Animal waste
51. (1) The owner of a dog must not allow the dog to defecate:
a) in a public place, or

b) on any private property other than the property of the owner;
unless the owner immediately removes the excrement and lawfully disposes of it.

(2) A person who grooms an animal in a public place must remove and lawfully dispose
of any hair or other debris that results from the grooming process.

Feeding wildlife

52. 1) No person shall intentionally feed or leave food out for the purpose of feeding
wildlife in particular deer, raccoons, eastern grey squirrels or Canada geese.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who is engaging in hunting or trapping
wildlife in accordance with the Wildlife Act and its regulations.

PART 8 — PET STORES

Sale of rabbits

53. A pet store operator must not sell or give away a rabbit unless the rabbit has been
spayed or neutered.

Pet store register
54, A pet store operator must:

(1) keep and maintain a pet store register in the pet store containing a record of
each transaction in which the operator acquires or disposes of a rabbit, cat or
dog, including the following information:

a) the name and address of the person from whom the operator acquired
the animal;

b) the date of the acquisition;

c) the animal's date of birth;

d) a description of the sex and colouring of the animal, and of any tattoo,

microchip number, or other identifying marking;
e) the date the operator disposed of the animal; and
f) if the disposition is other than by sale, the method of and reason for the

disposition;

(2) produce the pet store register for inspection by an animal control officer or bylaw
officer,

(3) provide copies of any entries required by an animal control officer or bylaw
officer, and

(4) retain each transaction recorded in the pet store register for at least 12 months
from the date of the transaction.
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(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), no person shall:

a)
b)

release an animal from a trap set by an animal control officer, or
tamper with, damage, move or remove a trap set by an animal control
officer.

Provision of information

66. (1 If a person occupies premises where an animal is kept or found, the person must
provide the following information when requested by an animal control officer,

bylaw officer or police officer:

a) the person’s name, address and telephone number,

b) if the person is not the animal’s owner, the owner’s name, address and
telephone number;

c) the number of animals kept on the property,

d) the breed, sex, age, name and general description of each animal kept on
the property; and

e) whether each dog kept on the property is licensed.

(2) If a person has apparent custody of an animal, the person must provide the

following information when requested by an animal control officer, bylaw officer
or police officer:

a)
b)

c)
d)

e)

Offences

the person’s name, address and telephone number;

if the person is not the animal’s owner, the owner’s name, address and
telephone number,

the place where the animal is kept;

the breed, sex, age, name and general description of each animal owned
or in the custody of the person; and

whether each dog owned or in the custody of the person is licensed.

67. (1) A person commits an offence and is subject to the penalties imposed by this
Bylaw and the Offence Act if that person:

a)
b)

c)

contravenes a provision of this Bylaw,

consents to, allows, or permits an act or thing to be done contrary to this
Bylaw, or

neglects or refrains from doing anything required to be done by a
provision of this Bylaw.

(2) Each day that a contravention of a provision of this Bylaw continues is a separate
offence.

Severability

PART 11 —- GENERAL PROVISIONS

68. Each section of this Bylaw shall be severable, and if any provision of this Bylaw is held
to be illegal or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the provision may be severed
and the illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Bylaw.






























